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and there, ascending the tight of steps which lead up to the
disused building on the right, you will see the whole area spread
before you. The view shown on the frontispiece (Fig. 1) was
taken, although at a considerable altitude, from the very spot
where you are standing.

The two principal edifices are the Dome of the Rock, on a
raised platform in the middle, and the mosque of al-Aqsa against
the south wall. Other buildings which we shall consider later lie
dotted about here and there. On the left, along the east wall, the
double portals of the Golden Gate appear. On every side, trees
break the prospect, which lend a peculiar charm to the scene.
The site is one of the oldest in the world. Its sanctity dates from
the earliest (perhaps from pre-historic) times. Its identity with the
site of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute. This, too, is the
spot, according to the universal belief, on which “David built
there an altar unto the Lord, and oﬂ’ered burnt offerings and
peace offerings . (1)

* But, for the purposes of this Guide, which coifines itself to
the Moslem period, the starting-point is the year 637 A.D. In that
year, the Caliph Omar occupied Jerusalem and one of his first
acts was to 1epa1r to tlus sxte, V\luch had already become sacred
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