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BEOF

THE HARAM.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The words al-Haram al-Sharif, which can perhaps best be
rendered by “The August Sanctuary ”, denote the whole of the
sacred enclosure which it is the object of this Guide to describe.
Its plan is roughly that of a rectangle whose major axis runs from
north to south; its area is approximately 145,000 square metres.
If you wish to have some idea of its extent and to see it whole
before proceeding to examine it in detail, you would be well-
advised to begin your visit by walking to the north-west corner,
and there, ascending the flight of steps which lead up to the
disused building on the right, you will see the whole area spread
before you. The view shown on the frontispiece (Fig. 1) was
taken , although at a considerable altitude, from the very spot
where you are standing.

The two principal edifices are the Dome of the Rock, on a
raised platform in the middle, and the mosque of al-Aqgsa against
the south wall. Other buildings which we shall consider later lie
dotted about here and there. On the left, along the east wall, the
double portals of the Golden Gate appear. On every side, trees
break the prospect, which lend a peculiar charm to the scene.
The site is one of the oldest in the world. Its_sanctity dates from
the earliest (perhaps from pre-historic) times. |Its identity with the
[sife of Solomon"s Temple is beyond dispute] This, too, is the
spot, according to the universal belief, on which “David built
there an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and
peace offerings ™. (1)

But, for the purposes of this Guide, which coifines itself to
the Moslem period, the starting-point is the year 637 A.D. In that
year, the Caliph Omar occupied Jerusalem and one of his first
acts was to repair to this site, which had already become sacred
in the eyes of Moslems as the place to which the Prophet was
one night miraculously translated. The site had long since been
neglected, The Caliph and his four thousand followers found little
more than desolation and rubbish. There were the ruined walls
of the Herodian and Roman periods, the remains of an early
basilica (probably on the present site of al-Aqsa), and the bare
Rock. Yet from this rock had the Prophet, according to the tra-
dition, ascended to heaven on his steed. So the Caliph ordered a
mosque to be erected by its side. His orders were executed, and
the building was seen and described by Bishop Arculf who visi-
ted Jerusalem about 670 A.D. But no vestige of it remains to-day,
save for the name *Mosque of Omar" which is still, but quite
wrongly, sometimes used for the Dome of the Rock.

With the reign of 'Abdul-Malek ibn Marwan, the Umayyad,
(685-705 A.D.), the history of the present buildings begins. Jeru-

1) 2 Samuel XXIV, 23,

It’s Identity with the site of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute :01782 )m0n
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