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The first BNC conference convened in Ramallah in November 2007, organized by the Palestin-
ian NGO Network (PNGO), the Occupied Palestine and Syrian Golan Heights Advocacy Initia-
tive (OPGAI), the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI),
and the Anti-Apartheid Wall Campaign.?°

The leaders of most of these groups were quoted as saying that BDS aims to bring an end
to the Jewish state and delegitimize Zionism. This aim constituted a part of the conference’s
resolutions. Among the guests was Virginia Setshedi of the Palestine Solidarity Committee
in South Africa, who reminded the audience that Apartheid was a crime against humanity
and explained that the new, post-Apartheid South African social movement understood the
struggle of the Palestinian people. At the time of the 2001 World Conference against Racism
in Durban, she said, a commitment was made to support the Palestinian struggle to isolate
“Apartheid Israel” The social movement in South Africa, which welcomed the 2005 Palestin-
ian civil society BDS call as an appeal by the Palestinian people to launch this joint struggle,
has worked ever since on building the BDS movement in South Africa - shaming the South
African government and pressuring it to rescind normal relations with Israel, and boycotting
Israeli consumer products. In light of the recent SodaStream controversy, it is noteworthy that
during the conference it was emphasized that “Palestinian employment in Jewish settlements
and Israel is to be excluded from the boycott because it is a source of necessary income that

has no current substitute.”

Second BNC Conference

The second conference took place in Nablus on May 22, 2010, but there is little information on
the proceedings. According to the early announcement on the conference’s participants and
contents,*° the visitors from abroad included the British union leader Hugh Lanning (who
was also elected by the British Labour Party as its candidate for the parliamentary seat of
Canterbury and Whitstable) and the anti-Israel journalist Jonathan Cook, while Mahmoud al-
Aloul, a veteran Fatah member and former governor of Nablus, represented the Council of
National and Islamic Forces. Rifat Kassis represented Kairos Palestine; a Christian organiza-

tion known for its December 2009 multilingual call for Christians around the world to help
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fight the Israeli occupation,?' it currently plays a central role in the struggle against Christian
recruitment to the IDF or civil service. Omar Barghouti and a representative of Badil were
scheduled to speak about spreading BDS internationally, and Shaher Sa'ad, secretary-general
of the Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions (PGFTU), was to speak on activating BDS

among trade unions.

Third BNC Conference

The BNC’s third conference was held in Hebron in December 2011, and was opened by Hebron

governor Kamil Hamid, who asserted, on behalf of President Abbas and the Palestinian leader-

ship, that they and the Palestinian Authority supported all forms of “popular peaceful resistance

[mugawama)!The issues of the right of return, resisting normalization, strengthening BDS with-

in the Palestinian camp “as an active Palestinian resistance,” and so forth were raised again.*?

This conference was marked by the adoption of the BDS movement by other senior PA figures,

and the pressure to adopt it as official policy.

The conference had several sessions followed by dedicated workshops. The opening ses-

sion reportedly discussed ways to “strengthen the [boycott] campaign within the Palestinian

camp.” Among the speakers was Wasel Abu Yousef, a member of the PLO’s Executive Com-

mittee who, in November 2013, threatened that the PA would go to the UN Security Council

over an Israeli announcement of an intention to build homes in the West Bank and East Jeru-

salem.?* The international speakers included European BNC coordinator Michael Deas; Adam

Horowitz, coeditor of the mondoweiss.net portal, which, along with electronicintifada.net,

is probably the most important BDS-supporting outlet; and Thobile Ntola, Central Executive

Committee member of the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) and a member

of the South African Communist Party.

Among the Palestinian participants at that conference, there was at least one other example

of the heavily politicized NGO environment already referred to. Ibrahim al-Shikaki is an econ-

omist who works at an NGO called the Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS),**

on whose board of trustees sit several senior current and previous PA officials:

«  Former MAS Director-General Dr. Samir Abdullah was also a minister of planning and
minister of labor in the PA and is known to be close to Foreign Minister Riyad al-Maliki.

«  The current MAS director is former Minister of Planning Dr. Nabil Kassis.

Current members of the board include:

«  Dr.Jawad Naji, minister of economy.

«  Dr. Jihad al-Wazir, governor and chairman of the board of the Palestine Monetary Author-
ity (PMA).

«  Dr. Mohammad Mustafa, CEO of the Palestine Investment Fund (PIF) and economic ad-
viser to Abbas. PIF is an “independent investment company, which aims to strengthen

the local economy through key strategic investments, while maximizing long-run returns



for its ultimate shareholder - the people of Palestine.”?® PIF is also connected to the PA
itself.%

«  Dr. Sabri Saydam, telecommunications and information-technology adviser to Abbas,
who was quoted as promoting boycotts against Israel using new technologies.

It should also be noted that Ibrahim Dakkak, cofounder with Mustafa Barghouti of the Pales-

tinian National Initiative (PNI), is a past deputy head of MAS.

Fourth BNC Conference

The fourth BNC conference took place on June 18, 2013, at Bethlehem University, under a
slogan that reinforced the stated goals of BDS:“Boycotting Israel and Opposing Normalization
Contribute to Liberation, Return of Refugees, and Self-Determination.” According to a BNC
report,“Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and the PLO Executive Committee also
took part in the conference, underlining official recognition of the BDS movement’s increas-
ing clout and impact.”

This time “anti-normalization” is a specific theme that runs throughout the BDS campaign,
which involves creating “public awareness” about “the criteria for boycott and anti-normaliza-
tion,”in order to construct “a popular culture of boycott” So central is the anti-normalization

theme that “a response to those insisting on normalization” was developed.

The Palestinian Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI)
PACBI was founded in 2004, with its most important European partner located in the UK - the
British Committee for the Universities of Palestine (BRICUP). Following the 2008-09 Gaza war, the
U.S. Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (USACBI)?**” and the French Associ-
ation des Universitaires pour le Respect du Droit International en Palestine (AURDIP)?*® were also
launched. In most cases, members of these umbrella organizations come from far-left circles;
some of them are Jewish or former Israelis. PACBI was frequently represented at the BNC confer-
ences by Dr. Gabi Baramki until his death in 2012.
PACBI has advocated a boycott of Israeli academic and cultural institutions:
based on the premise that these institutions are complicit in the system of oppres-
sion that has denied Palestinians their basic rights guaranteed by international law.
This position is in line with the authoritative call by the Palestinian Council for Higher
Education (CHE) for non-cooperation in the scientific and technical fields between
Palestinian and Israeli universities.”
PACBI notes that the April 2002 statement by 120 European academics and researchers urg-
ing the adoption of a moratorium on EU and European Science Foundation support for Israel
was followed by a number of pro-boycott initiatives in the same year by academics in the
United States, France, Norway, and Australia. Particularly noteworthy have been the annual

congresses of UK academic unions, where boycott-related resolutions have been debated
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and passed since 2002. BRICUP has been instrumental in the ongoing struggle to popularize
the academic boycott in the union movement in the UK and beyond.
According to PACBI, the 2008-09 Gaza war
served as a catalyst for further activism, and the period since then has witnessed a
tremendous growth of initiatives in the spirit of BDS and targeting Israeli academic
institutions. Such efforts have come from Australia, Canada, Ireland, Norway, Egypt,
Sweden, Scotland, Lebanon, Spain, the United States, Italy and France, among oth-
ers. Particularly encouraging has been the founding of the U.S. Campaign.3®
PACBI’s definition of “normalization” of the relationship with Israel, in brief, consists of
participating in any project, initiative or activity whether locally or internationally,
that is designed to bring together — whether directly or indirectly - Palestinian and/
or Arab youth with Israelis (whether individuals or institutions) and is not explicitly
designed to resist or expose the occupation and all forms of discrimination and op-
pression inflicted upon the Palestinian people.’®!
In November 2007, “An important milestone in building the global BDS campaign was
achieved in Ramallah.”
Some 300 activists, members of unions, associations and NGOs in towns, villages
and refugee camps of the occupied West Bank, with monitors from the global soli-
darity movement in Britain, Canada, Norway, Spain and South Africa, convened for
a day of discussion and debate about ways to promote all forms of boycott against
Israel among Palestinian community organizations, unions, as well as political, aca-
demic and cultural institutions.3®
During this convention further strategies and goals were developed to widen BDS to other
fields and new arenas. Alongside its detailed guidelines for an academic boycott, PACBI issued
similar guidelines for a cultural boycott in July 2009. It is also worth noting that the central
group initiating calls to artists coming to Israel to cancel their visit, the Israeli Boycott from
Within, follows many of PACBI's guidelines. Most of those involved in this group are activists
against the “Apartheid wall.”*%
In September 2013 BRICUP and AURDIP organized a “Letter by academic researchers to the EU
regarding the participation of Israeli settlements in EU research programs.” It was signed by
more than 500 European academics who urged the EU “not to water down its new guidelines
preventing EU funding from being awarded to Israeli projects and entities in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including eastern Jerusalem.”%* The letter was addressed to EU foreign
policy chief Catherine Ashton.
PACBI also operates through various student unions in the West. More than a few Muslim/Arab
student umbrella organizations both in Europe and the United States are affiliated with the
Muslim Brotherhood. Usually Israel Apartheid Week (IAW), one of the most important annual
events in this field, brings speakers from the BDS movement along with far-left speakers. In

2014 1AW took place during March across Europe, the United States, South Africa, and Brazil 3%
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BNC announces: 2nd National Conference on Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS),
May 22, 2010, http://www.stopthewall.org/2010/05/22/bnc-announces-2nd-national-
conference-boycott-divestment-and-sanctions-bds-0

See English version at http://www.kairospalestine.ps/sites/default/Documents/ English.pdf
See http://www.imemc.org/article/62688; http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhT
IKabirSQ&feature=related

,Palestinians threaten to take settlement grievances to UN,” Saudi Gazette”

November 4, 2013, http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.
regcon&contentid=20131105185734

http://www.mas.ps/2012

http://www.pif.ps/index.php?lang=en

See, e.g., Ali Abunimah, “Economic exploitation of Palestinians flourishes under
occupation,” Al Jazeera, September 13, 2012, http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/
opinion/2012/09/20129128052624254.html

http://www.usacbi.org

http://www.aurdip.fr/spip.php?page=sommaire
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PACBI Guidelines for the International Academic Boycott of Israel,” revised in”

August 2010, http://pacbi.org/etemplate.php?id=1108

.Dw

Palestinian youth united against normalization with Israel,” April 28, 2010, fn. 1, http://”
www.pacbi.org/etemplate.php?id=1220

The Campaign for the Boycott of Israel will re-vitalize popular resistance and restore”
dignity to the Palestinian people,” November 22, 2007, http://www.pacbi. org/etemplate.
php?id=635

http://boycottisrael.info/content/frequently-asked-questions

European Academics urge EU to maintain stance on Israeli settlements,” September 15, 500”
2013, http://www.imemc.org/article/66119

http://www.apartheidweek.org
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